
  
The official publication of the Rocky Mountain Fede ration of Mineralogical Societies, Inc.  The RMFMS is a regional member of the 
American Federation of Mineralogical Societies, inc .  The Rocky Mountain Federation News is issued ten  times a year (except June or 
July).  It is a privilege of membership of the RMFM S and cannot be exchanged by the editor for individ ual club newsletters from other 
regional federations. 

 

What’s in this issue…. 
RMFMS Treasurer Report 
AFMS Club Rockhound Award 
RMFMS Show & Convention Info 
RMFMS Show Advance Registration Form 
Shows & More 
Hosting a Federation Show 

 

RMFMS Web Site 
www.rmfms.org  
 
Spread the word!  RMFMS Member Club 
newsletters can be published on the 
RMFMS Website.  You can find them at:   
http://www.rmfms.org/club_newsletters.htm  
  

 

 
 

RMFMS Treasurer Report 
DUES    DUES    DUES 

by Gene Maggard 
 
Yes, it is that time again.  Dues from each 
club/society are due by December 15.  
December 15 is the magic date because we 
need your club report that accompanies the 
dues payment by that date in order to 
include your club info in the RMFMS 2008-
09 Directory.  If you are having officer 
elections in January, please contact me and 
we will see what we can do to get your new 
officer info in the directory. 
 

 
Dues, notices and forms will be emailed to 
each club in mid-October, if there is an email 
address available.  Notices to other clubs 
will be by US mail. If you receive the dues 
notice but are no longer the treasurer or 
other officer, please forward it to your 
treasurer.  Please send in the annual reports 
using email and Word if possible.  
Otherwise, use USPS.  Just follow the 
directions on the form. 
 
If your club does not receive the dues notice 
either by email or USPS, please contact me 
ASAP at 316-742-3746 or 
gandpmaggard@wildblue.net so that we can 
arrange to get your club information to me 
by the December 15 deadline.  You can also 
access the dues form on the RMFMS 
website. 
 
Club dues are determined by multiplying 
$1.50 times each dues paying club member 
age 12 or older, as of Oct. 31, 2008.  Family 
memberships should count each family 
member age 12 or older.  Clubs wishing to 
be covered by the RMFMS general liability 
insurance should include payment of $3 for 
each family/household.  Show, meeting 
place and field trip insurance can be 
purchased for an additional premium where 
you need to name an additional second 
party to the policy.  The premium is normally 
$50 and you need to use the special form 
and send it to our insurance chairman, 
Arlene Burckhalter. 
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DEADLINE 
Deadline for submissions to the bulletin 
is the first day of the month prior 
to the publication date, i.e., the 
deadline for November is October 1st. 
 
 

 
 
One of the better AFMS programs is the 
AFMS Club Rockhound of the year Award. 
In this program any member of any club may 
nominate any other member for the award. 
The recipient does not have to walk on 
water. He/she may be nominated for any 
reason the nominator desires. Just write 50 -
100 words about the member, state what 
club they are in and sign the piece with your 
own name. It’s just that simple. 
 
Why don’t you send me a nomination just for 
kicks and see what happens.  
 
 Howie Whiting 
 RMFMS ACROY Chairman 
 22300 South union Ave. 
 Roswell, NM 88203 
 htwdhw@dfn.com 
 

 
 

Got email but still 
receiving your RMFMS newsletter via snail 
mail?  Help the RMFMS save on postage and 
printing costs (and save a few trees too).  Send 
your email address to the RMFMS newsletter 
editor at email address:  amd9090@msn.com 
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Rocky Mountain Federation 
Show & Convention: 

Field Trips at the RMFMS Show: 
 

Following the Rocky Mountain Federation 
Convention and Show in Tulsa from Nov. 7 – 9, 
we will be offering a field trip to southwestern 
Arkansas for Quartz Crystals and Diamonds.  
There are many rock shops in that area too.  This 
trip will take place on November 10th & 11th 
(Monday and Tuesday).  People wishing to stay 
longer can do so, as there are a number of fee 
sites for collecting quartz crystals.   
 
On Monday we will be collecting quartz crystals 
at Mt. Ida.  This is about a 3 3/4 hour drive from 
Tulsa, not counting stops. There are several 
quartz mines around Mt. Ida that charge 
anywhere from $20 to $45 per day.  For groups 
of 10 or 15 people that fee is often cut in half.   
We don't know which mine we will be going to, 
which will be best depends on how long since 
they have bulldozed or blasted.  Finding plenty 
of quartz crystals is a sure thing.   
 
Tuesday will be spent at Murfreesboro at the 
Crater of Diamonds State Park which is about a 
one hour drive from Mt. Ida.  The motels and 
campgrounds are better in Murfreesboro.  The 
chances of finding a diamond are not great but it 
is an interesting facility with various activities 
relating to the history of diamond mining there.  
Currently the charge is $5.75 per person.   Our 
trip leader, Ellsworth Noel, has found close to 20 
diamonds there.   He is our most knowledgeable 
member on Mt. Ida/Murfreesboro and has 
contacts in the area who keep him informed on 
the best locations.   He can also borrow the 
necessary equipment for the diamond area.  
 
During the show we will have 'field trips' to the 
Elsing Museum at Oral Robert University. 
Willard Elsing had an outstanding collection 
which is now on display at the museum.  Our 
club also has its workshop at the University, just 

a couple of doors down from the museum.  This 
is only a 20 minute drive from the show site. 
 
If you are interested in the Arkansas field trip, 
please contact Ellsworth Noel at (918)-369-5013 
or <ewnoel@olt.net>.  It is not necessary to sign 
up in advance but we would appreciate having an 
idea of the number who might attend. 
 
Richard Jaeger 
RMFMS Show Chairman 

 

About the Tulsa Rock 
and Mineral Society  
 
The Tulsa Rock and Mineral Society, was 
organized in May, 1958 to promote interest in 
collecting rocks, minerals, fossils and artifacts, 
working with the lapidary arts and sharing 
knowledge about the earth sciences. We 
support education by providing programs for 
schools and adult groups year-round, and 
provide funds for scholarships in the earth 
sciences. 
 
We are an affiliate of the Oklahoma State 
Council of Mineralogical Societies, the Rocky 
Mountain Federation of Mineralogical Societies, 
and the American Federation of Mineralogical 
Societies. 
 

 
Tulsa Rock and Mineral Society show committee 
members: 
L to R: Yvonne, Joe, Gene, Richard, and John
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TULSA ROCK AND MINERAL SOCIETY  “Treasures of the Earth” 
ROCKY MOUNTAIN FEDERATION CONVENTION AND SHOW  

 
November 7 – 9, 2008 

 
ADVANCE REGISTRATION FORM  

 
(Please Print or Type) 
 
Name(s):_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address:_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
E-Mail:___________________________                        Phone:_____________________________ 
 
Name of Club/Society:______________________________________________________________ 
 
Check all that apply:  Federation: 
AFMS___ RMFMS___ SCFMS___ CFMS___ MWF___ NFMS___ EFMS___ SFMS___ 
 
Office:  Officer___ Chairman___ Delegate___ Alternate___ Editor___ Exhibitor___ Judge___  
 
Other_________________________________ 
 
Admission & Event Fees:     Number  Total 
 
One Day Pass    $5.00   _______              $_______ 
 
Three Day Pass   $10.00   _______  $_______ 
 
Breakfast with the Editors  $12.00   _______  $_______ 
 
Awards Banquet   $26.00   _______  $_______ 
 
Total Amount Due:         $____________ 
 
Deadline for advanced registration will be October 15, 2008.  Remittance must accompany 
registration form.  Duplicate form if necessary.   
 
Please make all checks payable to Tulsa Rock and Mineral Society.   
 
Return to:  Richard D. Jaeger, 3515 E. 88th Street, Tulsa, OK 74137-2602 
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To have your RMFMS member club sponsored event 
listed here, email editor Deanna Smith, at 
amd9090@msn.com. Include the following info: 
Show dates and times, Sponsor (Club), Show 
Location, Contact Name, phone number, email, and 
Club Web Site. You may include other info about 
your show if you wish, but this info will only be 
printed if space permits. 
 
ALL RMFMS CLUBS ARE ALSO ENCOURAGED 
TO REGISTER THEIR EVENT LISTINGS ON 
THE RMFMS WEBSITE AT: www.rmfms.org,  
Email your submissions to the Webmaster. 

Sept 30 –Oct. 5,‘08, Idabel, OK 

The McCurtain County, Ok. gem and mineral club 
hosts its 31st annual show running Sept. 30 - Oct. 
5th.  This show is designed for area students since it 
is the only one within 150 miles.  This rural area is 
home to the world class Museum of the Red 
River which houses a cast of the Acrocanthosaurus 
dinosaur unearthed by two of our club members. 

Show hours are 9AM to 5 PM at the new addition to 
the Museum, which is located on Lincoln Road in 
Idabel, Ok.   For more info - call (580) 286-3133. 

Oct. 11-12, 2008 Payson, AZ  
Payson Rimstones Annual Show  Tonto Apache Res. 
Recreation Center, Hwy 87 by Mazatzal Casino.  9-5 
Sat.  
& 10-4 Sunday.  Dealers, Silent auctions; Spinning 
Wheel, Fluorescent Light display.  Admission $3-
discount tickets at Payson Chamber of Commerce; 
children under 12 free. Lots of family fun!!!  Show 
contact-Barry & Margaret Jones 
928-476-3513  froggie1048@msn.com  
 
December 5th, 6th, & 7th, 2008   El Paso, Texas 
El Paso Mineral and Gem Society’s show at 6331 
Alabama 
Hours: Fri. & Sat. 10 am to 6 pm, Sun. 10 am to 5 
pm. 
 

Featuring Gems, Minerals, Fossils, Beads, Silver 
Jewelry, Tools, Equipment, Geode Cutting, Silent 
Auction, Demos, Door Prizes.   Free Parking.  For 
info call "Gem Center USA" toll free # 1-877-533-
7153  or in El Paso 533-7153.   
e-mail: GemCenter@aol.com 
 
May 1-3, 2009   McPherson, Kansas   
17th annual Mcpherson Gem & Mineral Club - Rock 
Sale & Swap 
 
Located at 4-H Fairgrounds. 
Free admission. 
Hours: Fri/Sat 9-5 & Sun 10:30-3   
 
Hourly door prizes, free rock i.d., concession stand, 
displays & collections, kids’ spin-n-win,  
 
For more info, contact Jim Nutter at (620) 241-2433 
or Marvin Lundquist at (620) 241-7003. 

 
 
Regional Federation Shows and Conventions 

 
Rocky Mountain Federation Convention and 
Show 
 
The Tulsa Rock and Mineral Society’s show will be 
at the Central Park Hall Building at Expo Square 
(Tulsa County Fairgrounds) which is located between 
Harvard and Yale Avenue and 15th & 21st Streets.    
 
See this newsletter for field trip info & the advance 
registration form. Last month’s RMFMS newsletter 
also had info on the show. 
 
The convention’s headquarters hotel is the Holiday 
Inn at 5000 E. Skelly Drive (I-44 & Yale Ave); 
Tulsa, OK 74135; Ph: 918-622-7000, FAX 918-622-
4947.  The room rate is $82/night.  The Breakfast 
with the Editors and Awards Banquet will be held at 
the hotel on Sat., Nov. 8th.  The Executive Comm. 
Meeting will be at the show site on Friday and the 
Delegates Meeting will be Saturday at the show site.   
 
For more info contact: 
Richard D. Jaeger, Show Chairman Phone 918-481-
0249  or Email: RjgrSci@aol.com 
 

�
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I hope that we receive bids to host the 2009 and 
2010 RMFMS Shows at our meetings in Tulsa 
this November.  One of the most enjoyable 
aspects of these RMFMS Shows is being able to 
travel to different parts of our Federation and see 
the geology, the local or regional collecting 
materials, and meeting rockhounds from the 
area.  
 
I know that some clubs are concerned about the 
50/50 financial split that is to be made to the 
RMFMS when hosting a Federation Show. We 
can and will work with you to allow you to keep 
more of your profit if your club's finances are 
such that it would be otherwise prohibitive to 
host a show.   
 
For instance you can petition to exempt the profit 
made from say a silent auction, wheel games, 
grab bags, etc. from the split.  For example if 
your show has a $2000 profit but $1000 came 
from such items, then you only split the 
remaining $1000 with the Federation and keep 
$1500 for your club.  We are open to suggestions 
and cooperation beyond that if need be.   Every 
club is different.   
 
In Tulsa our local shows are only two days. With 
a three day Federation Show we get larger 
attendance, greater dealer fees, etc and find that 
our profit is usually about 50% higher than in a 
normal show.  Also, the Federation  Show 
handles the show ribbons and trophies for the 
competitive exhibits so you don't have that usual 
expense.  Please consider hosting a RMFMS 
Show and please contact me at (918)481-0249 or 
RjgrSci@aol.com or contact Stan Nowak at 
(580) 234-3126 or snowak48@yahoo.com. 
 
Richard Jaeger 
2008 RMFMS Show Chairman 
 
 
 
 

 
ROGER & PAT PITTMAN , TRUE-LIFE 

EXAMPLES OF WHAT CSMS IS ALL ABOUT! 
  
The Colorado Springs Mineralogical Society is 
very fortunate to have such living treasures and 
"Ambassadors of Rock"; they exemplify why our 
club was formed in 1936 - to provide education 
and encourage the study of earth sciences 
(along with being great citizens)! 
  
These two wonderful people tirelessly devote 
many hours of hard work each year presenting 
their knowledge and love of rockhounding to 
many of our Colorado Springs school children; 
we've lost count because there have been so 
many sessions.  They created over 350 plaster 
'dinosaur footprints' that contained treasures for 
our Kids Mine at the recent show, worked the 
area from can to can't, donated thousands of 
mineral specimens for the kids to take home, 
and made sure each little future rockhound had 
a safe and wonderful time in the Mine. 
  
They assist in whatever capacity is needed with 
our Pebble Pups program, conduct field trips for 
both Pups and adults, lead the CSMS Camera 
satellite group, and have served in many Officer 
and Executive Committee CSMS and RMFMS 
positions through the years.  They even gave up 
a recent holiday weekend to conduct a field trip 
for a visiting Missouri science club when no 
other Colorado rock club responded to inquiries 
for assistance.   
  
We are very proud to call them friends and to 
nominate Pat & Roger Pittman as our 2008 
American Club Rockhounds of the Year 
(ACROY). 
  
Sincerely,  Betty Cain Editor, CSMS Pick&Pack 
Colorado Springs, CO 
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This was submitted by Jim McGarvey, RMFMS 
Webmaster…. 
 
Hello, 
 
I am enclosing some pictures that I have made 
from Colorado thundereggs. I photograph them 
at very high resolution and I am able to print 
them at up to 20 times magnification. My prints 
can be up to 13 X 19 inches. 
 
My web site has about 145 of these Colorado 
thunderegg pictures from two locations in the 
San Juan Mountains of Colorado. 
 
Please take a few minutes and let me know what 
you think of them. I have not decided what to do 
with them until I receive input from interested 
people. Would you please let your members 
know if you think they would be interested. 
 
I am attaching five images from my collection of 
images from the Del Norte thunderegg location. 
 
Thank you very much for your consideration, 
Joe Taubr 
Littleton Gem and Mineral Club 
Littleton, Colorado 
jtaubr@mac.com 
http://thundereggscloseuppics.com 
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Dear Mineral Club Leaders and Bulletin Editors, 
    The Mini Miners Monthly, is a regular publication for young mineral collectors.  It is our mission 
to provide for mineral clubs and societies creative, fun and educational materials that will encourage 
young mineral collectors in the mineral hobby.  Clubs which subscribe to Mini Miners Monthly 
receive 12 packed issues (both printed and an emailed PDF version) plus permission to reproduce 
up to 4 pages per issue in your own club newsletter and website.  The cost for a subscription is only 
$19.95 for 12 issues or $36.95 for 24 issues. Contact us for a sample copy. 
 
   If you would like to subscribe, just drop us an email and we will get you right on the subscription 
list.  We can email an invoice to you after the subscription has begun.  Or, you can send payment 
with the subscription form below. 
 
    Best wishes and thank you for considering Mini Miners Monthly. 
 
Darryl Powell 
Diamond Dan Publications 
P.O. Box 143 
Manchester, New York  14504 
585-289-4936 
www.diamonddanpublications.com 
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