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2009 AFMS Webmaster Contest Is Off And
Running
By Phyllis George
Webmaster Contest Chair

This contest
exists to help
webmasters

enhance their
club Web sites
in order to
increase the
general public’s
interest in the
gem and
mineral hobby,
to gain new
members, and to serve as a source of current cl
info for their members. Through this contest, th¢
judges assigned to the seven regiond
federations—Mike Baldwin, Stephen Douglas
Dan Imel, Wes Lingerfeldt, Al Pennington, Win
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times a year (except June or
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mentors by giving webmasters encouragement
and friendly constructive criticism on what they
are doing right and where they could improve.

The Webmaster Contest also has its own logo!
Ron Gibbs, editor and webmaster for the
Charlotte Gem & Mineral Club of Charlotte,
North Carolina, is also a graphic artiste
extraordinaire. Ron donated his time and
expertise to design and develop our logo. Thank
you to Marty Hart for steering me to Ron.

I've received e-mails telling me that the judging
info and guidelines published for the contest
have already helped some webmasters to
improve their sites.

Dan Alfrey, webmaster of Lake George Gem &
Mineral Club, Lake George, Colorado wrote:
“We've had a lot of fun with our site. This contest
truly has motivated our club to update our site
and make sure everything is fully functional! We
sincerely appreciate the guidelines and scoring
references in order to help make the site more
informative and complete!”

Bob Loeffler, webmaster of North Jeffco Gem &
Mineral Club, Arvada, Colorado wrote: “I think
this contest is a great idea because it might help
push clubs to create a Web site (if they haven't
already done so) or keep their existing Web site
updated with fun and relevant info to help
educate the public.”

All entries submitted to this brand new contest
from the various regional federations are now in
the hands of their assigned judges. Each region
has two judges, but none of the judges are from
the regions they are judging. Each contestant’s
combined scores from the two judges will be
averaged to determine his or her final placement
in their region.

(Continued on page 4)
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RMFMS Treasurer Report

March 2009
Gene Maggard, Treasurer 2008-09

It is still winter here in Kansas as | write this asicl

on Jan. 29, but the weather forecast is for a warming
trend, and, besides, Peggy and | are headed for New
Mexico and Arizona bright and early tomorrow
morning. Rocks watch out, here we come.

On the treasurer subject, | am finally winding down
the most frustrating part of the job as treasurer;
getting the last 21 clubs to send in their reports, dues
and insurance (if they want it). You would be
surprised at how many of the late reporting clubs also
depend on the RMFMS club liability insurance, and
seem to have no awareness that it expires on Feb. 1 if
we have not received their payment. | also have to
pay our AFMS dues by Feb. 1 and need an accurate
membership count in order to calculate the payment.
Two clubs have still not reported, so | will just have
to use last year's membership count for them.

The problem of late reporting seems to be twofold.
Many clubs elect officers in December or January,
and do not want to report until the new officers take
over. If elections were held in November or
December for January installation, then these clubs
could report on time. The old treasurer often does
not tell the new treasurer about the need for
reporting, dues and insurance, and then ignores my
notices that are sent out in October, December and
January. Then | start telephoning, often multiple
times, to find one member of a club that knows who
is in charge. If only the retiring officer would tell the
new officer about their responsibilities, life would
sure be a lot easier for me.

Are you a retiring club treasurer? Did you tell your

new treasurer about RMFMS reporting? Did you or
the new treasurer notify me of the change so that |
can update my mailing list? If not, please do.

Next month | will have a report on the number of
clubs reporting and membership numbers. It looks
like we are in the process of losing two clubs, Santa
Fe and Custer City (SD). They both report that they
are currently inactive.

As always, if you have any comments or feedback on
my articles, please feel free to email or call.
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Quick Tips for Editors
By Linda Jaeger,
RMFMS/AFMS Club %
Publications Chair

If you have a question (or suggestion) about editing
or writing or the bulletin contest or something related,
send it to me by email: LigrAlg@aol.com or at
home address: 3515 E. 88" St., Tulsa, OK 74137. If
| cannot find an answer to your question, we'll publish
the question and ask the readers for their answers.

TELLING THE STORY OF A ROCK
(Excerpted from Susan M. Frack’s article on
the NESEN web site, Univ. of Nebraska-
Lincoln. Used by permission))

Telling the story of a rock can be very
informational as well as entertaining, but
sometimes writers need a little nudge or a
framework to follow just to get started. Whether
your writer is an adult or a junior, he should do
some research first! The library and the
Internet are good starting places, especially the
kids' areas. In particular, telling the story of a
rock calls for a look at the “rock cycle.”

Important words to understand are igneous,
sedimentary, and metamorphic (the types of
rocks). In writing the story of a rock, tell what
happens to the rock as it changes from one type
to another, how the rock feels as it changes,
what happens to its temperature, how close
together its atoms and molecules are, etc. Be
creative!

The story can be in one of many different forms:
- narrative with flashbacks
- mystery
- autobiography
- radio or television interview
- song
- poem
- cartoon
- TV show
- illustrated story
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- comedy

- recipe

- directions for recycling

- vacationing or taking a trip

After researching and deciding what type of
story to write on which rock (or gemstone), a
writer can use the following outline to help
compose his story:

I. Igneous Rocks
You start as magma. Are you on the surface
(lava), near the surface, or deep beneath it?

a. Cooling — fast or slow?

b. Large or small crystal size or no crystals?

c. Any gases trapped inside you?

d. What is your overall appearance?

Il. Sedimentary Rocks
You are being beaten into smaller pieces and
carried away.
a. What are these pieces called?
b. What is causing the breakdown?
c. What is carrying you away?
d. Where are you going?
e. Where do you end up?
f. You are surrounded by other rock fragments.
Are all of you the same size and type?
g. Are more rock fragments piling above you?
h. You are now sedimentary rocks. What
changed
you into a sedimentary rock? What is your
overall appearance now? How are you
different from an igneous rock?

I1l. Metamorphic Rocks
What must occur to change you into a
metamorphic rock?

a. What factors are involved?

b. Where will this change occur?

c. How do you get there?

d. What do you look like now?

e. Foliated or non-foliated?

f. Crystalline or non-crystalline?

g. Describe how you are different from igneous

and sedimentary rocks.

(Continued on page 4)
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Quick Tips for Editors
(Continued from page 3)

IV. What might happen next?

When the writer has finished his story, he needs
to come up with a great title — something that
grabs a reader’s attention and makes him want
to read the whole story. To create a title, it helps
to read the story. How does it “speak” to you?
Of course, a writer can always come up with the
title first and build the story around the title!

Most ideas and all of the outline above come
from Susan M. Frack. Following her outline and
suggestions will help prevent plagiarism
(copying word for word without giving credit is a
BIG no-no!). Her outline also gives an author
something to “hang his words on.”

Susan M. Frack’s original article, “Tell the Story
of a Rock,” is on the Nebraska Earth Systems
Education Network through the University of
Nebraska-Lincoln. Information from Susan’'s
article is used by permission. The complete
article is at:
http://nesen.unl.edu/Lessons/Geosphere/tellthes
toryofarock.asp .

( 2007 School of Natural Resources, University
of Nebraska-Lincoln, Lincoln, NE 68583-0996,
phone: 402-472-8919.)

(Clip art above from Discovery Channel School
Image Gallery, 2003. Permission to use for
educational, not for sale publications granted.)

AFMS 2009 Webmaster Contest
(Continued from page 1)

No trophies will be awarded at the regional
level. The original plan was to award a trophy to
the first place winner in each regional federation
| just learned that the regional federations have
not had an opportunity to vote on whether they
support the Webmaster Contest, so no regional
first place plaques can be awarded this year.
However, we will be awarding certificates for
each of the top ten places and for honorable
mention. | apologize to to everyone who is
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disappointed about this, but the contest will be
running for at least two more years, so maybe the
policy can be changed going forward.

So there will not be a plaque awarded to the first
place regional federation winners, but | think
they will receive something far better than a
plaque. The first place winners will each have
their entries forwarded to Bob Keller, the man
who is judging at the AFMS level.

Bob is the first rockhound webmaster to have a
presence on the World Wide Web—the Internet.
Bob put the first rock shop up on the Internet in
March 1995, and he called it Bob’s Rock Shop.
It began as a home page with eight or so images
of rocks from his own collection. It is still called
Bob’s Rock Shop and is still at
www.rockhounds.conbut it is now far more

than that.

Bob will give the regional first place winners the
benefit of his wisdom, his extensive Web
experience, and his knowledge of what works
and what doesn’t. He will analyze each of the
sites forwarded to him, and he will give useful
feedback on what is being done well and how
each site can be improved. Thank you, Bob, for
agreeing to participate in our contest, for giving
our first place regional winners the benefit of
your hard-won wisdom as the world’s premier
rockhound webmaster, and for helping us
achieve our goal of having rock and gem club
Web sites that are as good as they can be.

All the contestants at the AFMS level will
receive a certificate signifying their rank, and the
first place winner will also receive an AFMS

first place plaque.

The results of the various regional Webmaster
Contests will be announced at the annual
meetings of the regional federations during their
Bulletin Editors’ Breakfast. The results of the
AFMS Webmaster Contest will be announced at
the NFMS/AFMS joint Show & Convention in
Billings, Montana on August 1 during the
Bulletin Editors’ Breakfast.
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AFMS

MJE ndowment

) Fund

By Richard Jaeger

| am the Rocky Mountain Federation Regional
Chair this year for the AFMS Endowment Fund.
Howie Whiting held this position for a number of
years and did an outstanding job as he does at
every task he tackles. Dee Holland's letter
below explains the procedure which will be used
this year to determine prize winners.

Basically, this is a raffle drawing with tickets
being sold at $5 each or 5 tickets for $20.
People from around the American Federation
donate prizes for the auction - they may be
jewelry, rock, mineral, or other items. For
instance, an etched vase valued at $200 will be
one of the items this year. As Dee explains in
his letter, the structure this year will ensure that
each regional federation has at least one winner.

This is a major way to financially support the
American Federation’s efforts on behalf of our
hobby. Last year over $8,000 was raised and a
large number of prizes were given away. Dee
requests that money be sent to the regional
chairs. My contact information is printed below.

This year | won't be able to sell tickets at our
RMFMS Show since it will be held after the
AFMS Show in Billings, Montana. | hope a
number of you will participate and hopefully be
winners in Billings (you don't need to be present
to win).

Richard Jaeger,

RMFMS Regional AFMS Endowment Fund
Chair

3515 E. 88th St.

Tulsa, OK 74137-2602

Ph: 918-481-0249

E-mail: RjgrSci@aol.com
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I'd like to explain how this year's Endowment
Fund Drawing will be done. It's different than in
the past because each regional committee
member will hold the tickets they sell until just
before the AFMS Convention/Show in Billings,
Montana held July 28-Aug. 2, 2009. They will
either bring their tickets or send them to me if
they are not attending the show. We will draw
the tickets at the show on Saturday.

The new TWIST, is that a ticket will be drawn for
each region, and dropped in a huge hopper.
This means that each region will have at least
one prizewinner. After a ticket has been drawn
for each region, all tickets will be put in the
hopper for the rest of the prizes.

Another TWIST, will be that all prizes will be
numbered. So, that means that a numbered
piece of paper (corresponding to the prizes) will
be drawn, then a ticket will be drawn.

Please don't send money to me for tickets.
Send it to your regional committee member so
you can get in on the regional drawing. This
new method has been suggested by a number
of former and current regional committee
people.

If you attending the AFMS show, you can buy
tickets for the drawing at the show. You will be
able to put your tickets in your regional ticket
group before the drawings. A list of winners will
be posted and available at the Award Banquet
on Saturday evening.

We do have prizes coming in, but no pictures
yet. We have received a meteorite, intarsia and
several faceted stones.

See last month’s AFMS newsletter (posted on
amfed.org) for the regional chairmen and their
emails. If you need an address for any of them,
contact me at shirleylesson@cox.net or P.O.
Box 23, Tendoy, ID 83468.
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To have your RMFMS member club sponsored ever
listed here, email editor Deanna Smith, af
amd9090@msn.com. Include the following info:
Show dates and times, Sponsor (Club), Shov
Location, Contact Name, phone number, email, an
Club Web Site. You may include other info about
your show if you wish, but this info will only be
printed if space permits.

ALL RMFMS CLUBS ARE ALSO ENCOURAGED
TO REGISTER THEIR EVENT LISTINGS ON
THE RMFMS WEBSITE AT www.rmfms.org
Email your submissions to the Webmaster.

March 20-22, 2009, Albuquergue, New Mexico
Albuquerque 40th Annual Gem & Mineral

In the Flower Bldg @ the Fairgrounds, San Pedro
entrance. Hours: Fri. & Sat. 10 am - 6 pm.; Sun. 1(
am -5 pm. Friday is $1.00 day. Admission Sat &
Sun. $3.00. Children under 13 free with adult;
Parking $ 4.00/day. Minerals, fossils, jewelry, beads
See the Wolf, displays, etc.

For info, please call Paul Hlava 505-255-5478

April 24, 25 & 26, 2009Wichita, Kansas

56th Annual Wichita Gem & Mineral Show at
Cessna Activity Center, 2744 George Washington
Blvd. Hours: Fri. 9am - 7pm; Sat. 10am - 7pm; Sun.
10am - 5pm. Admission: Adults $5; Youth ages 12-
17 $1; Children under 12 free. "Great Plains
Treasures" with special exhibits from the Plains
States. Saturday afternoon programs on "Monsters
the Ancient Great Plains Oceans" by Mike Everhart.
$1 off coupon and show info atww.wgmsks.org
Show chair Lyle Koerper 316-722-7115.

May 1-3, 2009 McPherson, Kansas

17" annual Mcpherson Gem & Mineral CluReck
Sale & Swag_ocated at 4-H Fairgrounds.

Free admissionHours: Fri/Sat 9-5 & Sun 10:30-3 .
Hourly door prizes, free rock i.d., concession stand,
displays & collections, kids’ spin-n-win. For more
info, contact Jim Nutter at (620) 241-2433 or Marvin
Lundquist at (620) 241-7003.

May 16th &17th, 2009 Cheyenne, Wyoming
Saturday from 9:00 to 6:00 and Sunday from

10:00 to 4:00. Sponsored by the Cheyenne

News — March 2009

—

<

n

Page 6 of 6

Mineral & Gem Society. At American
Legion Post 6, 2001 E. Lincolnway. Show
chairperson Donna Durako 307-634-4229;
bluebaritel@bresnan.net

May 25-29, 2009 California field trip for Davis
Creek/Lassen Creek obsidian - see pages 5-6 of
February’s newsletter (posted on RMFMS website)

July 3-5, 2009, Farmington, NM

23rd annual San Juan Gem & Mineral Show
Arlington St. Civic Center. 10am til 6pm

Free admission. Show chairperson: Mickie
Calvert, POBox 1482, Farmington, NM 87499
mickie2@earthlink.net

July, 2009 — Wyoming
Field Trip — see January newsletter

Oct. 10th & 11th, 2009---Sierra Vista, Arizgna

35" Annual Huachuca Gem, Mineral & Jewelry
Show at the Elks Lodge on Wilcox Avenue; Free
admission and parking; live demos, educational
displays, rocks, jewelry, gems, minerals, fossils,
equipment, lapidary supplies & more! Proceeds
benefit the club's scholarship fund. Contact Ingrid at
520-459-3718

hee—e*SE'CB*>G
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The Chaparral Rockhounds will host the RMFMS
Convention at its annual show "Roswell Rock
Rendezvous" during the first weekend of October
2009. Detailed info and forms will be forthcoming.

-

‘ Howie Whiting, Show Chairman

-
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OFFICERS
President
Stan Nowak
2805 Sage Dr, Enid OK
73701-1295 580.234.3126
showak48@yahoo.com
Vice President
Yonis Lone Eagle
PO Box 1975,
Bloomfield NM 87413-1975
505.860.2455
rockymountainrockhounds@
yahoo.com
Secretary
Carol Holman
Rt 2 Box 23B, Tryon OK
74875 918.374.2615
sandland@brightok.edu
Treasurer
Gene Maggard
8318 SE Hiway 77
Leon KS 67074-9026
316.742.3746
gandpmaggard@wildblue.net
Historian
Ruby Lingelbach
1116 S Gray Stillwater OK
74074-5446 405.372.8635
dan_osu@juno.com
PAST PRESIDENTS
Richard Jaeger
3515 E 88th St
Tulsa OK 74137-2602
918.481.0249
RjgrSci@aol.com
Judy Beck
3021 E Country Club Rd
Salina KS 67401
785.823.7069
Ikbeck@moweryclinic.com
Walton Wells
1447 S &, Canon City CO
81212  719.269.1988
touchogold@earthlink.net
STATE DIRECTORS
AND ASSISTANTS
Arizona
Bill Morrow
PO Box 1716, Claypool AZ
85532  928.425.0194
berbil2@yahoo.com
Colorado
Mike Wheat,
1095 Western Dr Lot 89A
Colorado Springs CO 80915
719-331-3313
Kansas
Marvin Lundquist
441 N Charles, McPherson
KS 67460 620.241.7003
New Mexico/Texas
Howell T Whiting
2300 S Union, Roswell NM
88203 505.622.5679
htwdhw@dfn.com
North Dakota
Ray Oliger
516 N 20th St, Bismarck ND
58501 701.223.4986
reorocks@bis.midco.net

Oklahoma/Arkansas
Virgil Richards
26815 51st St
Broken Arrow OK 74014
918.357.2649
dws@dances-with-
shakes.com
S Dakota/Nebraska
Don Rathert
2701 Mystic Mountain Rd
Rapid City SD 57702
605.348.8948
rath@rap.midco.net
Utah -Vacant
Wyoming
Jim McGarvey
PO Box 116
Kinnear WY 82516
307.856.6188
degarbey@wyoming.com
STANDING COMM
Convention Advisory
Howie Whiting
Address-see NM/TX Director
Editor/Publicity
Deanna Smith
Address on Page 2
Finance
Dan Lingelbach, Chair
1116 S Gray
Stillwater OK 74074
405.372.8635
dan_osu@juno.com
Bob Hicks
10022 E 135th St N
Collinsville OK 74021
918.371.2406
ronanl0@aol.com
Dean Richardson
1223 N 1500 W
Salt Lake City UT 84116
801.595.6750
Fax: 801.539.1006
Lapidary Technical
Leon Reeder
6410 N Antler Ridge Rd
Sand Springs OK 74063
918.241.1455
Leonreeder@hotmail.com
Mineralogical Tech
Jim Hurlbut
2240 S Adams
Denver CO 80210
303.757.0283
jfhu@earthlink.net
Nominations
Judy Beck, Chair
Address under Past Pres
Walton Wells
Address under Past Pres
Richard Jaeger
Address under Past Pres
Program Library
Bob & Nancy Hicks
Address under Finance
Program Library Mailer
Marie Wester
1045 CR 204, Durango CO
81301 970.247.9648
jmwester@bresnan.net

Safety- Vacant
SPECIAL COMM
Boundaries
Richard Goodnough
912 Otero ,Dodge City KS
67801 620.225.0101
rockhound3@cox.net
Club Publications
Linda Jaeger
3515 E 88th St
Tulsa OK 74137-2602
918-481-0249
LjgrAlg@aol.com
Credentials
Delaine Cox
8152 Spanker Ridge Dr
Bentonville, AR 72712-8855
479-254-0215
Directory
Kay Atkinson
2012 W 4th PI S
Claremore OK 74017-4700
918.342.1387
kwotsamattau@sbcglobal.net
Distribution
Sharon DePuy
Address on Page 2
AFMS Club Rockhound
of the Year Award
Howell T. Whiting
Address-see NM/TX Director
Ed All American Club
Vacant
Fluorescent Tech
Chet Hazlewood
Address under OK Director
Fossil Technical
Jordan Sawdo
10956 Melody Dr
Northglenn CO 80234-3935
303.452.7792
jordanruth@msn.com
Insurance
Arlene Burkhalter
1267 Kingbird Ln
Choctaw OK 73020
405.732.0808
maburkhalter@cox.net
International Relations
Jim Hurlbut
Address-see Mineral. Tech
Junior Program
Diane C Weir
2300 S Union Ave
Roswell NM 88203
505.622.5679
dcweir@dfn.com
Labels
Connie Bishop
Address on Page 2
Long-Range Planning
Judy Beck, Chair
Address under Past Pres
Richasrd Jaeger
Address under Past Pres
Robert L Carlson
1585 Los Pueblos
Los Alamos NM 87544
505.662.5534
drobertcarlson@yahoo.com

Name Badges
Richard Jaeger
Address under Past President
Parliamentarian
Gene Maggard
Address under Treasurer
Permanent Address
Robert Carlson
see Long-Range Planning
Program Contest
Nancy Hicks
Address under Finance
Public Relations
Vacant
Ribbons
Kaye Thompson
1830 Mesita Ct.
Colorado Springs CO 80906
719.636.2978
RMFEMS Convention
and Show Chairmen
Richard Jaeger, Advisor
Address under Past President]
Scholarship
Sandy Cannedy
Rt 1 Box 7, Binger OK 73009
405.656.9019
jscannedy@att.net

Stamps Chairman
Vacant

Stationery/Trophy
Max Burkhalter
1267 Kingbird Ln, Choctaw
OK 73020 405.732.0808.
maburkhalter@cox.net
Supplies
Richard Goodnough
Address under Boundaries
PUBLIC LAND
ADVISORY
RMFE & Utah
Dean Richardson
Address under Finance
Arizona
Bill Jaeger
3441 E Astro St, Hereford
AZ 85615 520.803.6590
billjaeger@hotmail.com
Harry Kilb
3411 Tomahawk Dr
Lake Havasu City AZ 86406
928.855.1630
hmkilb@rraz.net
Colorado
Tim Austin
2918 Plymouth Rd
Grand Junction CO 81503
970.263.7404
Austintimbarb@aol.com
Ken Porter
788 Van Gordon Court
Golden CO 80401
303.232.2053
porterminerals@comcast.net
Kansas Chairman
Curley Clough
1932 N Mt Carmel
Wichita KS 67203
316.943.1785
cmcrafts@msn.com

Nebraska Chairman
Leroy Meininger
50029 Sunflower Road
Mitchell NE 69357
308.623.2661
prairiefossil@yahoo.com
N.Mexico/Texas Chairman
Howell T. Whiting
Address-see NM/TX Director
N Dakota Chairman
Rodney Hickle
1631 28th Ave SW
Central ND 58530
701.794.3342
OK/AR Chairman
John T. Alf
816 Whippoorwill Ct
Bartlesville OK 74006-4427
918.333.3429
Jalfl@cableone.net
Doris Perkins
405 SE Ave G |
Dabel OK 74745
580.286.3133
rperkins@sbcglobal.net
S Dakota Chairman
Don Rathert
Address-see SD/NE State
Directors
Utah Chairman
Jim Alexander
360 5th St Ogden UT 84404
801.399.0785
jwalex1@aol.com
Wyoming Chairman
Vacant
UNIFORM RULES
COMMITTEE
B. Jay Bowman, Chair
5788 Bowman Rd
Ponca City OK 74601
580.765.5854
bjb@wildblue.net
Roger Burkhalter
414 Beacon Ave
Norman OK 73071
405.329.6019 rgb@ou.edu
Jack Thompson
1830 Mesita Ct
Colorado Springs CO 80906
719.636.2978
Lee Whitebay
4669 N Prentice Rd
Ponca City OK 74604
580.765.2074
lwhitebay@sbcglobal.net
Robert Carlson
Address-see Long Range
Planning
WebMaster
Jim McGarvey
Address under WY Director
Assistant WebMaster
Kevin Harden
3800 E Jewell Ave #202
Denver CO 80210
kevindharden@comcast.net

Updated — February 2009






