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The Prez Says… 
 It‟s Fair time here and we hope to see you 
at the Fair! We look forward to seeing your exhibits 
or displays. Remember to bring them to the Multi-
purpose Building on August 7th between 10 am and 
6:30 pm. I would like to see the San Juan County 
Gem and Mineral Society well represented at the 
Fair. We would like to encourage all our new 
members to attend as well. See you at the Fair! 

KENNETH L. JACOBS 
 

Important Dates… 

August Board Meeting….will be at 7:30 pm on 

Tuesday, Aug. 10, at Ken & Jayne Jacobs home. 
August Meeting – Ice Cream Social – Sat., 

August 28, 1:00 pm, Bill & Mickie Calvert’s 
home, 5986 Hwy 64, Farmington. Meat will be 

provided, bring side dishes and a chair to sit on.  
Rock of the Month - Bring rocks to swap! 

New Members…Fred Bishop, Barry Mercer, Ted 

Rybinski, Forest & Ashlynne Smart, Priya Palanki, 
Garleen Daniel, Celeste Douthit, Dan Powell & 
Sonja Pinola 
 

San Juan County Gem & Mineral Society News 

  

A SUCCESSFUL SHOW! 
 Mickie Calvert reports that the 24th Annual 
Show over the 4th of July Holiday was a great 
success! She says, “Congratulations on another 
great rock show! Thanks to everyone for all the 
help at the show, we couldn‟t do it without your 
help. All the dealers praised our workers and our 
security, and liked the blue club shirts which made 
it easier for them to identify members for 
assistance. The Civic Center was pleased with all 
the help everyone gave and wrote us a nice letter 
to that effect. The dealers loved our potluck dinner 
too! They also praised the setup which was much 
faster and allowed everyone to be served easily 
and quickly. They enjoyed being able to sit and talk 
with club members in a larger area. Thanks to DD 
Eicker for the idea.” The show had 33 vendors and 
over 3,000 visitors! More news on page 6…. 

NM Mineral of the Month – Linarite 
 Linarite, like Vanadinite (last month‟s New 
Mexico mineral) is an uncommon mineral, only 
occurring as the result of chemical alterations to a 
pre-existing material, and is therefore known as a 
secondary mineral. Linarite is a alkaline sulfate of 
lead and copper with a chemical formula of 
PbCu(SO4)(OH)2. It is formed through the oxidation 
of copper and lead ores. 

 Linarite specimens 
may be confused with 
Azurite (February‟s NM 
Mineral of the Month), as 
both are found in the 
same locations and are 
very similar in 
appearance. Linarite is a 
beautiful bright blue, 
translucent crystal that 
occurs in slender prismatic 
blades to tabular forms 

parallel to a base with multiple facets. It is typically 
smaller, more lustrous, and less erect than azurite.  
 Linarite is very brittle and only 2.5 on the 
Mohs scale. It was named for Linares, Spain, 
where it was first recognized, and is found in Great 
Britain, Scotland, Germany, Siberia, Chile, 
Argentina, and Namibia.  

 Linarite is also 
found in many localities in 
the southwestern United 
States. The richest U.S. 
locality is Bingham, New 
Mexico, where the 
Blanchard and Mex-Tex 
mines in the Hansonburg 
district, Socorro County 
produce many dazzling 
specimens. 

 
 

Information for this article came from www.answers.com and 
www.mineral.net/mineral/sulfates/linarite/linarite.htm  

 
 

Make Plans NOW for the AGATE RENDEZVOUS! 
 The 13th Annual Agate Rendezvous will 
be held August 28th to Sept. 6, 2010, and is co-
hosted by the Roswell “Chaparral Rockhounds” and 
the Rocky Mountain Federation of Mineralogical 
Societies.  Agates, Blood Stone, Geodes, Jasper, 
Quartz Crystals, and Thunder Eggs are all on the 
menu! For more Information please contact: 
Yonis Lone Eagle at 505-860-2455 or  
rockymountainrockhounds@yahoo.com  

 

Brilliant blue Linarite 
crystal. Photo © 
www.gc.maricopa.edu  

Linarite from the 
Blanchard Mine, near 
Bingham, NM. Photo © 
Shinichi Kato 
www.asahi-net.or.jp  

http://www.answers.com/
http://www.mineral.net/mineral/sulfates/linarite/linarite.htm
mailto:rockymountainrockhounds@yahoo.com
http://www.gc.maricopa.edu/
http://www.asahi-net.or.jp/
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Gemstone of the Month – Carnelian 

 Carnelian, the Biblical birthstone for August, 
has a long history as a semi-precious gemstone 
although it is not as widely used today. Carnelian is 
a type of chalcedony, a milky quartz that comes in 
a wide variety of colors. 

 Carnelian gets its 
reddish brown to orange 
coloration from iron oxide. It is 
commonly confused with sard, 
another dark brown to reddish 
colored stone. Both carnelian 
and sard have the same 

chemical composition as both 
are made from SiO2, or silica, 
with trace amounts of iron 
oxide, or Fe2O3.  

 The word carnelian 
appears to be derived from the 
Latin word carnis meaning 
flesh, in reference to the flesh 
color sometimes exhibited.  
Cameos were often carved of 
carnelian, which brings out the 
variations in the stone, as well 
as provides archaeologists with 
small snapshots of daily life in 
the ancient world. 
The cut most commonly used 
for carnelians is a cabochon, 

which is a round and polished cut without facets. 
The rounded shape of the cabochon brings out the 
glow and elegance of this stone. 

 Carnelian has a Mohs 
hardness of 6-7, and has been 
used in the decorative arts over 
4,000 years. Hot wax does not 
stick to carnelian, so it was 
widely used during Roman 
times to make engraved gems 
for signet or seal rings for 
imprinting a seal with wax on 
correspondence or other 
important documents. 
 Carnelian is a fairly 

sturdy stone and can be worn every day as long as 
it is in a secure setting. Avoid excessive exposure 
to sunlight however, as the stone can redden in 
sunlight. In fact, most carnelians are heat treated 
today to enhance the reddish brown color.  
Carnelian is found in Australia, Brazil, Madagascar, 
Russia, South Africa, and in the United States. 
 

Information for this article came from www.wikipedia.org, 
www.bernadine.com/birthsone/carnelian.htm and 
www.wisegeek.com/what-is-carnelian.htm  

Dust – Blowin’ in the Wind 
by Larry Larason 

 Dust is a poetic metaphor for death and 
decay, the bane of fastidious housekeepers, and an 
irritant to our sinuses. But we seldom think of dust 
geologically. Obviously, dust storms are a form of 
erosion – soil is moved from one place to another. 
For example, the Great Sage Plain in the Four 
Corners lies between Bluff and Monticello, Utah, 
extending into Colorado. It had been eroded down 
to Dakota Sandstone bedrock before winds 
deposited a layer of soil as much as 20 feet thick. 
Geologists call windblown soil “loess,” pronounced 
“luss.” Around the world loess is found in thick 
deposits. In Illinois and Iowa the loess is a much as 
200 feet thick. In parts of China it is maybe 300 to 
1000 feet deep. Much of it originated as “rock flour” 
ground down by continental glaciers during the last 
ice age. During dry seasons it is whipped up by 
winds and dropped on surrounding regions. 

 My home town in 
western Oklahoma was on 
the margin of what had been 
the Dust Bowl in the 1930s. 
When I was in high school we 
had a few of those dust 
storms like the ones during 

the Dust Bowl days, when a wall of black dirt came 
roaring over the town obscuring the sun. I found 
them fascinating, but now that I‟m older I wonder 
what went through the minds of the adults in my 
home town, most of whom had survived the Dust 
Bowl.  
 I‟ve seen worse storms in Gallup. On April 
12, 2001, we awoke to a pall over the sky. It was so 
bad that park rangers across the West were being 
asked where the forest fires were. What was 
unusual that day was that the dust came from the 
Gobi desert, nearly half-way around the world. The 
jet stream brought a repeat performance of that 
Asian haze later that month. 

 That is when we 
learned that China has its 
own dust bowl now, brought 
about, in part, by many of 
the same abuses of the land 
that caused America‟s 
problems. The Gobi desert 
may be the worst source of 
dust, but just south of it is 
the Ordos Desert, and to the 
west is the Taklimakan 
Desert. Spring winds 
crossing over these areas, 

Carnelians of 
various colors. 

Photo © www. 
zmescience.com 

Carnelian cameo of 
Ceres, goddess of 
the harvest. Photo © 
www.victoriana.com  

Carnelian Roman 
seal in contemp-
orary gold ring. 

Photo © 
www.rwwise.com  

Dust storm in Texas, 
1935. Photo © USDA 

Dust storm over China, 
March 21, 2010, which 
spread to Korea and 
Taiwan, from NASA 
satellite. Photo © 
www.nasa.gov  

http://www.wikipedia.org/
http://www.bernadine.com/birthsone/carnelian.htm
http://www.wisegeek.com/what-is-carnelian.htm
http://www.victoriana.com/
http://www.rwwise.com/
http://www.nasa.gov/
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as well as abandoned or overgrazed farmlands, 
inundate eastern China with dust and often carry it 
on to Korea and Japan. It has been estimated that 
300,000 Chinese die prematurely each year 
because of respiratory distress brought on by the 
dust. And part of that dust comes from China‟s 
nuclear test site, so it may include radioactive 
particles. 
 So China‟s problem is our problem as well. 
It‟s a single example of how we all share one 
planet. Another example is seen on the Caribbean 
islands and east coast, where dust blowing off the 
Sahara Desert in northern Africa often comes to 
rest. One benefit to the region is that iron and 
phosphorus are added to the soil; this is especially 
important in Brazil‟s rain forests. However, when a 
plume of African dust flies over, people experience 
more asthma attacks. An even more sinister aspect 
is that the dust contains spores and viruses. Most 
residents of the Southwest have heard of 
Coccidioidomycosis, better known as “Valley 
Fever”, a debilitating and occasionally fatal fungal 
infection that is contracted when spores are lofted 
in dust by wind in dry parts of our region. 
Researchers in the Virgin Islands have found 110 
varieties of spores and bacteria in African dust. 
One of them, Aspergillus, is thought to be killing 
coral in the Caribbean. 
 Recent research near Telluride and 
Silverton brought to light some bad news about 
dust and mountain snow packs. Much of the West 
depends on snow runoff for irrigation and even 
drinking water. During droughts more dust blows in 
the air and falls on snow fields in the mountains. 
Scientists have been worried about global warming 
spurring faster melting but, surprisingly, dust 
hastens the melting of snow faster than higher 
atmospheric temperatures, because the dust 
absorbs heat from sunlight. And, when spring 
runoffs occur earlier, it makes summers 
drier….which results in more dust. It is a self 
reinforcing cycle. 
 Dust is inescapable. So how much dust are 
we talking about? Dust doesn‟t weigh much, right? 
Well, one scientist has estimated that three billion 
tons of it moves around the world each year. That‟s 
a lot of dust!  

(And a lot of it ends up in my house! Editor) 
 

Information for this article came from www.fourcornerssw.com 
and is used with the kind permission of Larry Larason. All 
rights reserved. 
 

For an amazing book about the Great Dust Bowl, check out 
“The Worst Hard Times: The Untold Story of Those Who 
Survived the Great American Dust Bowl” by Timothy Eagan, 
2006. The Farmington Library has a copy. 
 

New Mexico Mining History - Early Years 
 Early native settlers were mining turquoise 
in what is now New Mexico long before the arrival 
of the Spanish. There is evidence that they also 
mined iron near present day Golden, probably for 
red color for paints, and Azurite/malachite at La 
Madera on the east slopes of the Sandia 
Mountains, which was also used for coloration. 
Obsidian was mined in the Jemez for tools; clay for 
earthenware came from the Cerrillos region, and 
salt was mined southeast of Estancia for seasoning 
food as well as trading. 
 The Spanish arrived searching for 
commercial grade ore, and early historical records 
indicate that in 1535 Cabeza de Vaca was given a 
copper rattle, silver and antimony by the natives. 
He was told of copper deposits to the northwest of 
present day Las Cruces. The natives had 
discovered other deposits of copper including those 
at Oro Grande, Cerrillos, and the Burro Mountains. 
The Spanish took over these mines and sought 
more deposits. Eventually they enslaved the 
natives to work the mines, which lead in part to the 
Pueblo Revolt of 1680 which then hampered 
Spanish mineral exploration for the next 30-50 
years. 
 After the Spanish reconquest of New 
Mexico in 1692, mining was done mostly by 
individual families, with the exception of the Santa 
Rita and Santa Clara (Pino Altos) copper mines 
which opened in the early 1800s. The involvement 
in mining was minor compared to Mexico, as the 
distance from supplies, the climate, the rugged 
terrain, and the persistent strife between the 
natives and the Spanish limited mining activities. 
The primary industries during this period were 
agriculture, stock raising and barter. 

 
The rich mines in Chihuahua, Mexico facilitated the 
development of commerce, and later, mining in New 
Mexico via the Santa Fe Trail. Illustration © 

www.legendsofamerica.com.    

 In 1822 the Santa Fe Trail was established 
and forever changed the face of New Mexico. A 
caravan over the Santa Fe Trail could bring 

http://www.fourcornerssw.com/
http://www.legendsofamerica.com./
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$30,000 in salt and goods to the silver mines in 
Chihuahua and return with $180,000 in gold and 
silver and $10,000 worth of furs. This started the 
first „gold‟ rush into New Mexico but it was shortly 
followed by the real thing when placer gold was 
found in the Rio Hondo district in 1826, and the Old 
Placers (Ortiz) deposit was discovered by a 
sheepherder in Santa Fe County in 1828. 
 News of the gold strike near Santa Fe 
reached Missouri, 800 miles away, in three months. 
American miners and settlers were drawn to the 
area. In 1843, a nugget, weighing 7 pounds, was 
taken from New Placers. Shortly thereafter Santa 
Ana closed the Santa Fe Trail after trouble with 
Texans and others trying to get into the area. The 
Trail was reopened in 1844 but gold was 
discovered in California in 1848, and by 1850 New 
Mexico became a Territory of the United States. 
 

Information for this article came from the Albuquerque Gem & 
Mineral Club website regarding Robert Eveleth‟s “Overview of 
early mining history in New Mexico,” as reported by Nancy L. 
Attaway, and in News Nuggets articles, February through May, 
1990, at www.agmc.info/jerry%20simmons.htm by Jerry 
Simmons.  
Next month I will try to summarize the history of gold mining in 
New Mexico, followed by silver mining. I hope. It‟s a big topic!  

Editor 

  

Introduction to Rock Tumbling 

 Someone in the club recently asked how to 
go about tumbling rocks. It seems we go through a 
lot of polished stones at the show for our giveaways 
to the kids, and several of us were tempted to let 
the child in us loose on the bowls of beautiful rocks 
as well. I decided to look into it, as well as faceting, 
because I‟m new to all of this and I want to learn.  
 Two types of tumblers are used by most 
hobbyists: rotary rock tumblers and vibratory or 
ultrasound tumblers. Both have advantages and 
disadvantages as seen in the general chart below: 
 

 Rotary  
Tumblers 

Vibratory  
Tumblers 

Advantages Easy to use. 
Lower cost. 
Shapes rough to      
rounded stones. 
Run quietly with 
rubber barrel. 

Tumbling takes fewer 
days per step. 
Needs less grit and 
polish. 
Gentle action 
polishes fragile 
rocks. 
Does not leak. 

Disadvantages Each step takes 
a week. 
Needs more grit 
and polish. 
Occasionally 
leaks. 

More expensive. 
More noise than 
rubber barrel. 
Rough rocks get 
minimal shaping. 
Vibrations – can 
“walk”, might need 
anchoring. 

 

 Rotary tumblers have one or more barrels 
turned by a motor while the rocks tumble inside. If 
you want smooth polished rocks from rough 
material and you are willing to take the time, the 
rotary tumbler would work. However, if you are 
working with pre-shaped rocks, beach stones or 
like your rocks irregularly shaped in about half the 
time, the vibratory tumbler is for you. They have a 
bowl instead of a barrel, and different instructions. 

In addition to the 
tumbler, you will need 
the supplies – 
tumbling rough rocks 
which you can 
purchase or find on 
your own, which could 
include agate, jasper, 
tiger‟s eye, amethyst, 
carnelian, rose quartz, 
petrified wood, or 

other hard materials. 
Sedimentary rocks such as sandstone or limestone 
are too soft or poorly cemented to tumble.  

Rocks with voids, weak 
protrusions, variable 
compositions, fractures, 
or irregular shapes 
should be discarded 
from your rough. You 
will also need grit, polish 

and pre-polish and 
tumbling media such as 
pellets, beads, corncobs, 
walnut shells or leather 

strips. Other handy items include a ready source of 
water, paper towels, a bucket, household oil, plastic 
colander, measuring tablespoon, knife, old 
toothbrushes and a bar of Ivory soap. After you 
have sorted and selected your rough for similar 
hardness, but not necessarily for similar size, you 
are ready to start.  
 The first step is to shape the rocks with 
coarse grit. The chart below show the approximate 
amount of grit needed for various barrel sizes for 
rotary tumblers. If you have a double barreled 
rotary tumbler, then running two barrels of rough 
with coarse grit will yield about the right amount of 
rock to do the fine grind grits with one full load. This 
is because 30% of the rock or more will be ground 
away with each rough grind. 
 To start you will need enough rock to fill the 
tumbler barrel between 2/3 and ¾ full. Choose 
rocks of varying sizes as this will promote thorough 
tumbling action. For a 3 lb. barrel, a good range of 
sizes is from ¼ to 1 ½ inches in maximum 

Avoid rocks with 
protrusions, fractures or 
voids. Photo © 
www.geology.com  

Several pounds of tumbling 
rough. Photo © 
www.geology.com  

http://www.agmc.info/jerry%20simmons.htm
http://www.geology.com/
http://www.geology.com/


 Pick- Hammer News 
 San Juan County Gem and Mineral Society - Farmington, New Mexico  -  Volume 24,  Number 8 – August 2010 

5 
 

diameter. Then add the appropriate amount of grit 
for the barrel size, and add enough water to reach 
the bottom of the top layer of stones, but not so 
much that they are covered. You should be able to 
see some of the rocks above the water. For various 
size barrels, see the chart below: 
 
 

 Step 1 Step 2 Step 3 Step 4 Step 5 

 
Barrel 
Size 

Coarse 
Grit 

60/90 

Fine 
Grit 

120/220 

Pre-
Polish 

500 
Grit 

 
Polishing 

Compound 

 
Burnish 
(Soap) 

Pounds Tbsp Tbsp Tbsp Tbsp Tbsp 

1.5 3 3 4 4 ½ 

3 4 4 5 5 1 

6 10 10 12 12 2 

12 20 20 24 24 4 

These recommendations are for rotary tumblers, not vibratory 
tumblers which require different amounts of grit and different sizes. 
These amounts are suggestions only. Different materials might require 
more or less grit to obtain better results. 
 

 Don‟t overload the barrel! Barrels more than 
¾ full (including grit and water) may be too heavy 
for your tumbler‟s motor. A 6 pound tumbler has a 
motor designed to tumble a barrel that weighs up to 
6 pounds. If you are not sure if the barrel is too full, 
weigh it after adding the water.  
 Then use a paper towel to clean the inside 
and outside rims of the barrel and the edges of the 
lid. Make sure the surfaces that will form the seal 
are completely clean and dry. Just one piece of grit 
will cause the barrel to leak. Then place the lid on 
the barrel and deal it. Put the barrel on the tumbler 
and start the motor. After a few minutes check for 
any leaks, if one is discovered, stop the tumbler, 
remove the lid and carefully clean the lid and the 
rim again before beginning the process over. 
 Let the tumbler run constantly for 7 days. 
You can open the barrel to check the slurry (the 
muddy liquid inside) or to release gas build-up, but 
be sure to completely clean the lid and rim before 
resealing the barrel and returning it to the tumbler. 
After a week, stop the tumbler and open the barrel.  
 What you see will look like a barrel of mud!! 
DO NOT POUR THE MUD OR THE USED GRIT 
DOWN A DRAIN. It will clog your plumbing system! 
Instead empty the barrel into a plastic colander 
(metal will scratch the rocks) over a disposable 
container or bucket. Rinse the rocks and barrel 
thoroughly with a weak stream of water. Wear 
safety glasses to protect your eyes from the muddy 
grit.  
 Virtually all of the shaping is done in this 
first step, so the shape you see now is the shape 
you will end up with. The other steps only smooth 
the rocks. If you prefer your rocks to be more 
rounded, you should repeat this step with fresh grit. 
If you are ready to go to the next step, CLEAN the 

rocks, barrel, and lid thoroughly. This can‟t be 
stressed enough – any grit or slurry left from the 
first step will contaminate the next step and you will 
have to start over with the previous step. If you use 
a toothbrush to clean the rocks, and barrel, be sure 
to label it “coarse grit only”. Quality takes time! 
 When you have enough rocks for the find 
grind, place them in a barrel, with the appropriate 
amount of grit and water. If needed you can add 
plastic pellets to bring the volume of the rocks up to 
fill at least ½ of the barrel. Again, check the lid and 
rim, seal the barrel, and let it run for another week. 
When you check the rocks they should appear 
shiny and wet. 
 Thoroughly clean the rocks, barrel and lids, 
and when you have enough rocks for the extra fine 
grind and prepolish steps, place them in the barrel 
to fill it 2/3 to ¾ full of rocks. Some people use 
plastic tumbling pellets to cushion the rocks or fill 
up the barrel at this point. Then add the correct 
amount of grit, and add water to slightly below the 
level of the rocks. Seal, and run the prepolish step 
for another 7 days.  
 Again, thoroughly clean the rocks, pellets, 
barrel and lid. To easily separate the rocks from the 
pellets, you can put them in a small container of 
clean water. The pellets will float to the top and can 
be skimmed off. Now you should be ready for the 
final steps – polishing and burnishing. In the clean 
barrel place the rocks, appropriate polishing 
compound, and water. Add the pellets to fill the 
barrel‟s volume to 2/3 to ¾ full. Seal the drum and 
polish the rocks for 10 days. At this stage the 
opened barrel will look like a milkshake!  

 Very gently but 
thoroughly clean the 
stones, and then the 
barrel, lid and pellets. 
You should be an expert 
at clean tumbling by 
now. Then gently place 
the stones back in the 
barrel, and add soap 
according to the table. 
Classic ivory soap is 
recommended – do not 
use a soap that contains 

abrasive particles. Grate or thinly slice the soap 
until you have the correct amount. Do not use liquid 
soaps as some of them contain oils that can harm 
the rubber barrel, break down the polish, and 
effectively un-polish your gems. Add clean plastic 
pellets and water, seal, and let this mixture run for 
1-2 day.  When you open the barrel, you will see a 
thick froth of suds, but under the suds are your 

Beautiful polished stones of 
brown agate, purple 
amethyst, green aventurine,  
brown tigers eye, rose 
quartz and blue quartz. 
Photo © www.geology.com  

http://www.geology.com/
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sparking gems. Rinse them with clean water, then 
dry them off. 
 Here are some other tips and reminders. 
The two biggest keys to success in rock tumbling 
are patience and thorough cleaning. If the rocks 
show no shine, repeat the prepolish, polish and 
burnishing steps. Choose a level and sturdy 
surface for your tumbler. Keep a written record of 
the process. By keeping track of the types of stone 
used, tumbling times, polishes used and things you 
learn, you can build on your knowledge. This is 
especially important if you forget what day you 
started a step!  
 

Information, photos, and tables for this article came from 
www.geology.com/rock-tumbler/rock-tumblers.shtml. For more 
information, especially instructions about vibratory tumblers, go 
to http://chemistry.about.com/library/weekly/aa011803a.htm 
 

Next month, with the help of Mickie Calvert,  I will explore the 
fascinating world of faceting.       Editor 
 

San Juan County Gem & Mineral Society News… 

The happy Blue Shirt volunteers who helped make the 
Gem & Mineral Show such a big success! 

 Mickie Calvert notes that we sold 985 raffle 
tickets this year, and the winners were: 

 Slab Table - Luanne Crow – Aztec 

 Trim Saw–Bernadette Cowart–Farmington 

 Tumbler - Marjorie Gabehart - Kirtland 

 Rock Scoop – Sherry Parrott – Farmington 
 Mickie offered special thanks to Yonis Lone 
Eagle for all his help with the Silent Auction, and 
again, thanks for everyone’s help! 
 At the July meeting, Ken welcomed our new 
members! He noted that several members had 
gotten together for impromptu but successful rock 
hunts in Colorado and on Pinon Mesa recently. 
Mickie announced the financial results for the show, 
and everyone gave her a round of applause.  
 Ken reminded the group about the 
upcoming County Fair and called for full 
participation in exhibits and displays. We need 
volunteers to help check in exhibits on Sat., Aug. 
7th 10-6, and tear down on Sun., Aug. 15th. Ken 
thanked Bernadette Cowart, Jayne Jacobs, Ken & 

Elaine Schultz, and Mickie Calvert for the great 
refreshments.  
 Ken reminded everyone that next month our 
business meeting will be the Ice Cream Social, on 
Saturday, August 28th at Bill & Mickie Calvert‟s 
home. Bring rocks to swap, goodies to share and a 
chair to sit on! The party starts at 1:00 p.m. 
 Yonis Lone Eagle gave an outstanding 
presentation regarding the upcoming 13th Annual 
Agate Rendezvous. He brought beautiful samples 
from previous Rendezvous‟ and showed some 
photos of the field trips and camp area at Apache 
Creek (which can accommodate rockhounds in pup 
tents to fifth-wheels). The Rendezvous is an inter-
Federation field trip, and last year 87 rockhounds, 
from 11 states and five federations joined in the 
fun. There are seven field trips to places like the 
Red Hill District for a variety of agates, petrified 
wood; Luna for Golden Luna Agate and coprolite; 
north of Toriette Lakes for chalcedony roses; and 
Turkey Park for oodles of agates.  
 Every evening the rockhounds gather 
around the camp for lots of rock talk and some 
serious networking. On Saturday nights everyone 
brings their best camp cooking for the pot luck 
dinner. The last weekend they might go to Mogollon 
to look for geodes, to see the old town, mingle at 
the Old Miner‟s Reunion, and sample homemade 
pies and ice cream. It sounds like some really 
serious fun, and it looks like several members are 
planning on attending the Rendezvous. 
 One of our members, Mabel Fleming, of 
Bloomfield, passed away on July 3rd. Rockhounding 
was just one of her many, many hobbies. 
Condolences and wishes for the family may be 
send to www.danielsfuneral.com.  
 One of our library books is missing:  
  Geodes: Nature’s Treasures by Brad L. Cross. 
 If you have it, please return it to MO. The library 
will be obtaining some new books with the funds 
donated in Robert Ellithorpe‟s memory. It is 
important to check out the books, and return them 
promptly so that others can use them. 
 

Upcoming Shows & Events…             
Prescott Gem & Mineral Club Show, Prescott, AZ, July 31-Aug. 1. 
Far West Lapidary & Gem Show, North Bend, OR, Aug. 6-8. 
San Francisco Gem & Mineral Society Show “Golden Gateway to 
Gems,” San Francisco, CA, Aug. 7-8. 
CONTIN-TAIL – The Rock Show at Buena Vista, CO, Aug. 12-15. 
Woodland Park Gem, Mineral & Jewelry Show, Woodland Park, CO, 
Aug. 19-22. 
Tahlequah Rock & Mineral Society Show, Tahlequah, OK Aug. 20-21. 
Lake George Gem & Mineral Club Show, Lake George, CO Aug. 20-22 
Pine County Gem & Mineral Show, Jasper, TX, Aug. 28-29. 
Ozark Earth Science Gem, Mineral & Fossil Club Show, Mountain 
Home, AR, Aug. 28-29. 

AGATE Rendezvous, Roswell, NM Aug. 28 – Sept. 6.  
For more show dates go to www.rockngem.com 

http://www.geology.com/rock-tumbler/rock-tumblers.shtml
http://chemistry.about.com/library/weekly/aa011803a.htm
http://www.danielsfuneral.com/
http://www.rockngem.com/
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Get Ready for the County Fair! 
 The County Fair will be held August 9th 
through the 14th at McGee Park. The Rocks, 
Gems & Minerals Exhibits will be accepted at 
the Multi-Use Building, Saturday, Aug. 7th, 10:00 
a.m. to 6:30 p.m. Judging will be Sun., Aug. 8th. 
Exhibits can be checked out on Sunday, August 
15th, 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
 

From the Editor’s Corner… 
 We welcome our new members, and hope 
you will enjoy being an active member in the 
Society.  
 Connie Jacobs reported that there were 16 
people on the impromptu Pinon Mesa field trip and 
everyone found some petrified wood. These little 
last minute rock hunts make for a nice way to find 
some of the local materials – which could then be 
shown next year at the Fair! I email everyone who 
receives the newsletter by email when I hear of 
these trips. If you would like on that list, please 
send me an email at youngc@sanjuancollege.edu.   

CHRISTINE YOUNG 

 
The San Juan County Gem and Mineral Society 
meets on the 4th Tuesday of each month at 7:30 
p.m. at San Juan College (room to be announced). 
Visitors are welcome and encouraged. Yearly 
membership dues are $10 single and $15 family 
and are due in January of each year. 
 

The purpose of the club is to promote knowledge 
and interest in the earth sciences. Articles may be 
reprinted from the Pick-Hammer News if credit is 
given to the author and to the original publication, 
unless the article is copyright protected. 
 

Officers for 2010: 

President………………..Ken Jacobs, 505-326-0634 
Vice-President…………………..……………Roy Ray 
Secretary……………………………...…….DD Eicker 
Treasurer……………….....Mickie Calvert, 632-8288 
Past Board President…...……………Connie Bishop 
Senior Board Member…………………………….MO 
Senior Board Member………….….Ed Kriegshauser 
Junior Board Member………………………........DW 
Junior Board Member……………………..Doris Ray 
 

Committees: 

Hospitality……………..………….Bernadette Cowart 
Notification………………………………….DD Eicker 
Show Chair…….………………………Mickie Calvert 
Newsletter Editor....…….Christine Young, 327-4224 
Program Chair………....Ed Kriegshauser, 327-7515 
Field Trip Chair…………………………..Ken Jacobs 
Nominations………………………………Bill Calvert 

Application for Membership 
Dues: $10 Single - $15 Family (includes children under 18) 

 
Applicant‟s Name___________________________ 
 
Spouse___________________________________ 
 
Address__________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________ 
 
Telephone(s)______________________________ 
 
Email Address_____________________________ 
 
Children‟s names (under 18) 
 
_________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________ 
 
 
Amount paid_____________Date______________ 
 
Signature_________________________________ 
(If this is a renewal, and your information is already 
on file, only the name, amount paid, date and 
signature are needed).  New members will need to 
fill out and bring the form to the next meeting or 
mail it to: 

SJCGMS, Inc. 
POB 1482 

Farmington, NM 87499 
 

         
 

 

mailto:youngc@sanjuancollege.edu

